
 
 

PARADE OF HOMES 
CONTEST DRIVER FAQs 

 
Who will I be driving? The KCHBA brings in judges from outside the Kansas City market to judge the 
contest portion of the Parade of Homes (Distinctive Design, Pick of the Parade). Judges are industry professionals 
who score the homes based off an extensive criterion. As a driver, you will be assigned a team of judges. While 
judging teams are commonly composed of three people, please let the Parade Director know if your vehicle cannot 
safely and/or comfortably accommodate teams of four. 
 
When do I drive? Parade contest judging occurs the Thursday and Friday before the Parade begins. Judges 
stay at a Kansas City area hotel on Wednesday and Thursday night. Drivers need to be at the hotel around 7:30 a.m. 
both days for breakfast and orientation. Once judges and driver are together, you are off for a day of judging! 
Drivers are more than welcome to tour the homes with the judges, but we ask comments relating to the contest are 
not exchanged.  
 
Where will I drive? You will be sent a pre-assigned list of homes the week before so you can map your route 
prior to driving day. Homes do not need to be seen in any particular order, although it is preferred lower priced 
home are seen first if geographically possible. Once all homes have been visited drivers will take the judges back to 
the hotel. 
 
How long is a driving day? Judges are told to spend an appropriate amount of time in each home to 
ensure accurate judging; 20-30 minutes per home is average. Homes are categorized by price point, not location. 
Homes are scattered geographically within the same category and drive time for each team will vary. Judges are 
given more homes to judge on Thursday (approximately 6-8 homes) than on Friday (approximately 3-5 homes). It 
varies, but the very last team is usually done judging no later than 4 p.m. on Thursday and 2 p.m. on Friday. 
 
What do I need as a driver? Drivers will be providing the vehicle. Any snacks or refreshments for the car 
are not expected but always appreciated by the judges. Upon arrival at the hotel each morning, judges will check in 
with KCHBA staff. Drivers are given their own gas and lunch stipend in cash. Drivers are also given envelopes 
containing their judges’ individually marked lunch stipend to distribute once your team is together.  
 
Who can be a driver? Drivers can be from any KCHBA member company or any industry personnel! 
Previous Parade contest winners are highly encouraged/required to provide a driver for the next contest cycle from 
their own staff or recruit from subcontractors they work with. We require all drivers to be at least 18 years of age. 
 
Why would I be a driver? It’s fun! Being a driver is a great opportunity to see Parade homes you might not 
otherwise venture out to. Conversing with industry professionals from outside the Kansas City market is a great way 
to network, exchange ideas and obtain insight on industry trends.  

 
Additional questions?  

Paige Livingston | Director of Parade of Homes & Communications Strategist 
Paige@kchba.org | cell: 816.937.4395 | direct: 816.733.2217 

mailto:paige@kchba.org

